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Neh 11.1-12.26 – God’s people in God’s city   Clint Le Page 
Main point – Trust Jesus your high priest to have a place waiting for you in the amazing 
New Jerusalem. (Reading Neh 11.1-12a; 12.23-26) 
 
At many wedding receptions you go to, you’ll arrive at the entrance, to find a Table 
Seating plan like this(SLIDE) 
Have you experienced that? 
For a seated wedding reception, or wedding banquet, you can’t just turn up and hope to 
find a seat. 
You must have been invited, and RSVP’d – to accept the invitation. 
Because if your name isn’t on the list; if you don’t have a seating place card(SLIDE) 
with your name on it, then sorry, you’re not welcome.--------------------- 
And in heaven, the new heaven n’ earth, the New Jerusalem, there’s a list. 
Your name needs to be on the list if you want to be welcomed in. 
And to be on the list, you need to have accepted the invitation.---------------------- 
Today we’re thinking about who’s in Jerusalem in Neh 11, who will be in the New 
heavenly Jerusalem, and how we get there.------------ 
 
Neh ch 11 really picks up the story from ch 7,v4-5,(SLIDE), and the fact that there were 
hardly any people living in Jerusalem. 
The wall around the city had been rebuilt but the buildings still need to be fixed, and 
people to move in there. 
God prompted Neh not just to build up the city of Jerusalem with stones, but with 
people. 
For the good of the city, its economy and safety, and for a functioning temple, they 
needed people in the city.-------- 
In ch 7 that led to Neh doing a registration, and he found the list of the faithful Jews 
who were the first to return from exile in Babylon. 
Now 90 years on, this generation have just confessed their sin, ch9. 

And in ch 10 they committed to obeying God’s word. 
Remember last week, they repented - convicted by God’s word, they confessed their 
sin to God, then committed to trust & obey him. 
And kids, do you remember in the children’s talk last week Neil said, repentance isn’t 
just saying sorry, it’s a commitment to change, shown in action.------------- 
So it’s these people, who’ve committed to trust and obey the Lord, that Nehemiah 
wants in Jerusalem. 
And that’s my first point – In Jerusalem. 
11v1, we’re told the leaders stayed in Jerusalem and the rest of the people cast lots to 
see who’d live there.  
Now (kids), I presume you’ve played a board game where you roll dice? 
 Well casting lots was like rolling dice. 
But here, it wasn’t get a random or chance pick. 
You see, the Bible says in Prov 16.33 (SLIDE, Lev 16.8) that the Lord God was in 
charge of the way the lot fell. 
God is in charge of the way the dice rolls. 
And so in the OT to make a decision by casting a lot, it was a way to work out God’s will.-
Even today, God is sovereign over everything, even, the roll of the dice, and he wants us 
to trust him.--------------------- 
We don’t work out God’s will by rolling a dice though, we have God’s Spirit and 
complete inspired written word.------------------------ 
So one in 10 people, 10% are chosen to come live-in Jerusalem, the holy city. 
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As well as the 10% v2 speaks of ‘volunteers’ putting their hand up to live in Jerusalem. 
Whether they took the place of other family members, or were additional to the 10%, 
either way, see how the volunteers are praised.----- 
For living in Jerusalem was a privilege, but also a challenge and responsibility. 
Because living in the city could well-mean having to defend it from attack. 
That’s likely why it’s only the men (who’d fight in war), who are numbered in the lists. 
And it’s also why in v6 some are called, ‘capable’.  

In v14 ‘capable’ can be translated as men of ‘mighty valour’. 
They had physical prowess, presumably fighting skills.----------- 

All these men and their families likely had to leave their towns, and family farms, to go 
and live in the city.------- 
I know some of you know what it’s like to move city, even move country, and come to a 
new city, sometimes with virtually nothing.----------- 
I wonder if you were in Nehemiah’s day, if you’d volunteer, and offer to take someone 
else’s place, if it meant risking your personal safety?------- 
It’d be like us moving to Ukraine, Nigeria, or Myanmar.-------------- 
Would you volunteer to do what’s right or what’s needed, even when it’s costly?----- 
Like Ana, leaving friends and family and Bundy, to take the Gospel to others who need 
Jesus.----------------   Could you do that too?---------------------------- 
 
v3-24 then lists of names of the family heads who settle in Jerusalem.(SLIDE) 
The new settlers with their genealogies, from the tribes of Judah, Benjamin and Levi. 

[5pm - And remember the priests are descendants of Aaron, who was also a 
Levite. 
This list is filled out with more names in 1Chron 9, which also reveals that some 
from the other northern tribes of Israel were also present.] 

Notice the comments about the roles of some of them: 
Some are commanders, leaders, officers, like in v9, and 11 (& 14,16,23,24). 
You have people who do outside work, v16, and guards & gatekeepers (v19).-------- 
The priests serve in the temple and offer sacrifices, to mediate between God and the 
people. 
The Levites, v15, care for the temple building, material provisions, and importantly 
teach God’s word too, as we saw in ch8. 
Among the Levites you have Mattaniah in v17 leading thanksgiving prayers, and 
singers in v22. [cf 12.24] 

Who’ll be important in the celebration we look at next week.------- 
This reminded me that in God’s people, in Jesus’ church, we all have different roles to 
play, different gifts, different ways to serve.(SLIDE. 1Cor 3.16f;1Cor12) 
Kids, even you have an important role in the church – welcoming and loving, and 
including others, and new children. Do you do that?------- 
 There’s other ways you can serve too, in seen and unseen ways.  

[Listen to others and our teachers, we sit with, speak to, support, encourage; 
give, pray, and do things, like serve on a team to help us love one another, 
share Christ and grow more like him] 

(Maybe talk with your Mum or Dad about how).--------- 
We serve in different ways, like the team at GSF did.------------- 
And now we all seek, not just the good of our city, but the good and growth of the church. 
I hope you will serve to see more people saved and grow to maturity in Christ.------ 
We all contribute to that in different ways. 
Are you contributing to that in some way, as you’re able?------- 
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Feb 1st will be our ‘Serving Sunday’, and we’ll talk about the many different ways we’d 
love people to serve.-------------------------------- 
 
Coming back to Neh 11, there’s thousands of people who come to live in the city. 

[5pm- In v25 on, there’s more Jews listed from the tribes of Judah & Bejamin 
living in different towns. 
Most of these are in the Persian Empire province of ‘Judah’, but some are 
actually outside it, the pre-exile parts of the Promised Land. (eg Kiriath-Arba, 
v25, & En-Rimmon, 25, and v34-35)]. 
The people in Jerusalem depended on the people on the land who’d do the 
farming and provide the resources].------------------ 

All the people mentioned in ch11 are unknown to us. 
But they’re people who are in God’s place, God’s city. 
And it reminded me that is and will be true for us as well. 
We don’t need to try and move to Jerusalem in Israel today. 
God has come to us in his son Jesus, so that we can find a place in an eternal city. 
Next point, In the New Jerusalem.(SLIDE) 
In Rev 21 (read earlier) the apostle John sees a vision of the future, and he writes 
these God-inspired words: (SLIDE) 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away... 2 I also saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God... 
There God will dwell with his people. 
(SLIDE) 4 ‘He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There’ll be no more death, 
mourning, crying or pain, for the old’ of things have gone.------ 
That’s the city we’re waiting for, the city all followers of Jesus will get to dwell in.------ 
V10(SLIDE) says this New Jer in the new heaven n’ earth, is a glorious because it 
shines with God’s glory.  

[With a radiance like a precious jewel.] 
This city of gold has a main street of pure gold that’s transparent.(SLIDE-v17-21) 

[Jesus’ 12 apostles are it’s foundation(v14)]. 
But notice it doesn’t need a temple, because (SLIDEv22) 

because the Lord God and the Lamb are its temple. 
 [everyone is now intimately close to God, and living with God, see 22.4.  
And no sun - the glory of God and light of Jesus is all the light we’ll need].----- 
 
 

Now this is all picture language, and beyond words. But I can’t wait to see it.---- 
It’s rich beyond measure, shining, and glorious. 
Instead of poverty, everyone there we’ll have plenty, and wealth. 
Instead of waiting and longing – deep fulfilment.-------------------------------- 
Instead of hunger;  perfect fullness & satisfaction. 
Instead of hurt and pain, perfect peace. 
Instead of worry, anxiety – fearless safety. 
Instead of sadness, only, forever happiness.(SLIDE) 
Instead of darkness, only light, in God’s incomparable glory. 
Instead of grief, never-ending joy. 
Instead of sin, sinning and being sinned against, true holiness and unbreaking love. 
Instead of loneliness, being actually with God and our Lord Jesus, always. 
Unlike in the old Jerusalem, instead of any risk, total security.-------- 
There’s no risk. Only reward.-------------------- 
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It’s never-ending happiness, in God’s special presence, which I struggle to even 
imagine. 
But I want it. I long for that. 
Do you want it? Kids, teens, adults do you want that?------------------ 
 
And who gets it? Who gets to live in this city? 
V27(SLIDE), only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of Life.[cf 20.15] 
Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.(Jn1.29; 14.1-6) 
Everyone who repents, turning away from sin & self-reliance, and trusts in Jesus will be 
welcomed,  and included.----------------------------- 
At GSF this week (and kids I hope you remember), on Day 3, we read Jesus’ Luke 14 
Parable of the Great Banquet.(SLIDE) 
Remember the man in the story, who represented God, put on a huge banquet, a huge 
party, and he invited many. 
But everyone made their excuses and wouldn’t come. 
So the master said that all the other unworthy people who had nothing to offer should 
be invited. 
And we need to accept God’s invitation. 
Like I said at the start, we need to accept the invitation to come to God’s heavenly 
banquet. 

By choosing to trust and follow Jesus (Lk 14.27). 
It’s by turning your back on being your own boss, by seeking mercy from Jesus and 
following him as Lord, you get to have a seat with your name on it. 
Will you have a seat with your name on it in the New Jerusalem?------------ 
Is your name in the Lamb’s book of life? 
If not, then turn your back on your disobedience, and from your heart and with 
commitment, ask Jesus to be your Lord.----- 
For the names in Jesus’ book of life, are those who have him as Saviour and Lord. 
And you can know that a future awaits you in the New Jerusalem. 
And you can look forward to that, with hope, joyful anticipation, and excitement.-------- 
I don’t know what life is like for you at the moment? 
Maybe you’re a child, a teen;  young, middle aged or older. 
Maybe you’re struggling with anxiety or, depression; grief, or fear; loneliness or longing;  
pain, or money problems?--------- 
I think we all know life in this world is hard. 
Or if it’s great for you right now, it probably wont be long ‘til things change. 

Because we live in a fallen world, a broken world 
But this world and this life is not all there is. 
This world of dying, bushfire disasters and cancer diagnoses, is not all there is. 
For Christians, (in the words of Paul Freeman’s father) the best is yet to come.------ 
The holy n’ heavenly New Jerusalem is coming. 
And it will be joyful, and mind-blowingly glorious beyond words. 
So brothers and sisters, look forward to that. 
Remember that. 
Long for that! 
 
But How does Jesus, get us a place in the New Jerusalem?------------ 
This brings us to brief point 3 – Priests, Then & Now.(SLIDE) 
Back Then, in Neh ch 12, Nehemiah lists out who the Levites and priests were, who 
came to and served in Jerusalem. 
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In 12v1 Jeshua who was the High Priest who first returned with Zerubbabel the 
governor in 536BC. 
Then 12 v9-10 lists out the men who became high priest after him – Joiakim. 

In Nehemiah’s day 445 BC, Eliashib was the HP. 
[Interestingly of the priests and Levites mentioned in vv1-7, 15 of them had signed the 
covenant in ch 10.] 

In v12ff all the head priests who served in Jerusalem are listed out. 
We don’t know them, but the Lord knows them. 
Their names are recorded, and the Lord remembers how they’ve served him, v26. 
Their hard to pronounce names are unknown to us, how they lived and served God is 
unknown to us, but not to God.------------------------------------ 
And the Lord knows your name.(SLIDE) 
And your name, Christian, is written in the book of life. 
 [Amazingly the NT in 1Pet 2.9 describes all believers as priests, for we have 
direct access to God to God, and get to serve and offer our lives as sacrifices for him]. 
I talked earlier about how we all serve the Lord in different ways. 
And through your service the Lord can bring about his good purposes. 
However you serve Christ maybe you feel unseen, or you’re not making a difference? 
But sometimes the Lord can have big plans, and use you in ways you can’t see.------- 
Dwight L Moody, had an alcoholic father who died when he was young, leaving his 
family in poverty. 
And Dwight had to leave home at 17 to find work. 
A Sunday School teacher met Moody at church, then went to visit the teenager where 
he worked. 
An unknown man named Edward Kimball, was no public evangelist or preacher. 
But in 1855 that forgotten Sunday School teacher made an incalculable contribution to 
19th C evangelism. 
Kimball invited Moody ‘to come to Christ who loved him, and who wanted his love and 
should have it’. 
Moody remembers that there were tears in his Sunday school teacher’s eyes as he 
made this plea. 
Moody became a famous American evangelist.(SLIDE) 
His evangelistic preaching brought likely hundreds of thousands of people to faith in 
Christ. 
But it started with the service and words from a Sunday School teacher.--------- 
Maybe you’re investing in the lives of children or youth? Or you’ve just done it at GSF? 
Only the Lord knows the impact your life and your words and your teaching, may have 
on them?------------- 
Leave the results up to God, leave the fruit up to God, and serve faithfully.------- 
 
But the main point I want to bring home from chapter 12 is that the high priests served 
in Jerusalem temple.(SLIDE) 
But it’s been destroyed, and God is no longer approached through the temple. 
Because Jesus the Son of God and Lamb of God, has come. 
And by his own death & resurrection Jesus has truly opened the way to God.----- 
We still need a high priest to get to God. 
    One who can represent us before a holy God and make us acceptable to Him.---- 
But Hebrews 7 says only one who lives forever will do.(SLIDE) 
There is one sinless HP who can bring us to God, and his name is Jesus. 
And he’s not only our HP, he is our sacrifice, who sacrifices himself to save us.---- 
He brings us to God, and will make us acceptable to God.(SLIDE) 
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Christ alone gives us our entry ticket to the New Jerusalem. 
He is able to save us completely. 
Has he saved you?-------------------------------------------- 
 
Last week Neil said we often try to find our security, prosperity and identity not in the 
Lord.------ 
But only through Jesus can we find true security, lasting prosperity, and a fulfilling 
identity. 
Only by faith and trust in him. 
Only through the Lord Jesus can we come to God, and come to the great banquet, the 
best every party in the new heaven. 
Only through Trusting Jesus, does your name get onto that banquet reception 
list.(SLIDE) 
 
If you know Christ has saved you, my question is, what are you going to do now? 
Will you serve him, his people, his mission?------ 
If you know Jesus died to get your name on that book of life list,(SLIDE) what will do to 
serve him in response?---------------------- 
Will you make a costly choice, or take a risk, or truly seek the good of others?----- 
 [At home, at church, and in the community] 
Will you trust him in your trials? 
Will you choose to bring before your mind and memory, what God’s word says about 
the new heaven n’ earth and New Jerusalem?(SLIDE) 
And let that future reality fill your mind with hope and your heart with joy?------------- 
Trust Jesus your high priest to have a place waiting for you in the New heavenly 
Jerusalem.------ 
Let’s pray. 


