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One to One Bible Reading – Session 1 
 
Session 1 – What and Why? 
Session 2 – Who and How part 1 
Session 3 – How part 2 
Session 4 – Q & A 
 
What is One-to-One bible reading? 
 
The ____________   _______________of the _______  ,   _______ someone else, for the  
 
_______     _______that they ____________________________just as ______________in 
my relaConship with Jesus. 
 
Prayerful =  ______________ 
Reading not  ______________ 
The Bible not  ______________ 
Alongside not  ______________ 
Loving purpose requires  ______________ 
Purpose for other =  ______________ 
Purpose for self =  ______________ 
 
 
Reflec6on 
Share a 6me in your life when someone read the bible with you and how that helped you 
 
 
 
What are reasons that hold us back from reading the bible with someone else? 
 
 
 
 
Why One-to-One bible reading? 
 
1. God’s word is powerful 
 

2 Timothy 3:16 
16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for 
correcCng, for training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work. 

 
Hebrews 4:12 
12 For the word of God is living and effecCve and sharper than any double-edged 
sword, penetraCng as far as the separaCon of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able 
to judge the thoughts and intenCons of the heart.  
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2. God’s word accomplishes God’s work 
 
Isaiah 55:10-11 
10 For just as rain and snow fall from heaven and do not return there without saturaCng 
the earth and making it germinate and sprout, and providing seed to sow and food to 
eat, 11 so my word that comes from my mouth will not return to me empty, but it will 
accomplish what I please and will prosper in what I send it to do. 
 

3. God’s final word is His Son Jesus 
 

Hebrews 1:1-4 
 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many Cmes and in 
various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 
heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance 
of God’s glory and the exact representaCon of his being, sustaining all things by his 
powerful word. AYer he had provided purificaCon for sins, he sat down at the right hand 
of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he 
has inherited is superior to theirs. 

 
4. God reveals Himself directly through His word 

 
1 Samuel 3:8-11 
Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, 
and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and 
lay down in his place. 
10 The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other Cmes, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
11 And the Lord said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make 
the ears of everyone who hears about it Cngle 

 
Acts 9:3-6 
3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 
him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” 
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuCng,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, 
and you will be told what you must do.” 

 
 
Why does anyone need anyone’s help to know Jesus if God reveals Himself directly? 
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5. God reveals His word through secondary means 
 

1 Cor 3:5-9 
5 What, aYer all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to 
believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered 
it, but God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who 
waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and the 
one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their 
own labour. 9 For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building. 
 
MaUhew 28:18-20 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all naCons, bapCzing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” 
 
 

But doesn’t this ministry of God’s word just apply to the apostles? 
 
 

Acts 8:26-40 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an 
Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake 
(which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to 
worship,28 and on his way home was silng in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the 
prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do 
you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come 
up and sit with him. 
 

32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 
 
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliaCon he was deprived of jusCce. 
    Who can speak of his descendants? 
    For his life was taken from the earth.” (Isa 53:7,8) 
 

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 
someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him 
the good news about Jesus. 
36 As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, 
“Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being bapCzed?” [37]  38 And he 
gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 
water and Philip bapCzed him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
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Lord suddenly took Philip away, the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way 
rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and travelled about, preaching the 
gospel in all the towns unCl he reached Caesarea. 

 
 

Acts 18:24-28 
24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a naCve of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a 
learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in 
the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervour and taught about Jesus accurately, 
though he knew only the bapCsm of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. 
When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to 
him the way of God more adequately. 
27 When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers and sisters encouraged him and 
wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. When he arrived, he was a great help to 
those who by grace had believed. 28 For he vigorously refuted his Jewish opponents in 
public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah. 

 
 
 
 Who are the central 

Characters? 
What is their Spiritual 
Condi6on? 

What is the Cause of 
Growth? 

 
 
Acts 8:26-40 
 
 
 

1 
 

Open/seeks 
understanding 
 
Can teach the bible 
Obedient, sensiCve to 
the Lord’s work 
 

The Spirit  
The Word of God 
RelaConship 
 

 
 
Acts 18:24-28 
 

Apollos  
 
 
Priscilla/Aquila 
 
 

Learned, Instructed 
GiYed, Bold 
 
Mature, thoughrul, 
loving 

Teaching about Jesus 
RelaConship  

 
 
6. God uses all sorts of people as secondary means 
 

Ephesians 4:11-13 
11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 
built up 13 unCl we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, asaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

 
Romans 16:1-16 
I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church in Cenchreae. 2 I ask you to 
receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of his people and to give her any help she may 
need from you, for she has been the benefactor of many people, including me. 
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3 Greet Priscilla[c] and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. 4 They risked their lives for 
me. Not only I but all the churches of the GenCles are grateful to them. 
5 Greet also the church that meets at their house. 
Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in the province of 
Asia. 
6 Greet Mary, who worked very hard for you. 
7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my fellow Jews who have been in prison with me. They are 
outstanding among the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was. 
8 Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord. 
9 Greet Urbanus, our co-worker in Christ, and my dear friend Stachys. 
10 Greet Apelles, whose fidelity to Christ has stood the test. 
Greet those who belong to the household of Aristobulus. 
11 Greet Herodion, my fellow Jew. 
Greet those in the household of Narcissus who are in the Lord. 
12 Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, those women who work hard in the Lord. 
Greet my dear friend Persis, another woman who has worked very hard in the Lord. 
13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother, who has been a mother to me, too. 
14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas and the other brothers and 
sisters with them. 
15 Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas and all the Lord’s 
peoplewho are with them. 
16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 
All the churches of Christ send greeCngs. 
 
Philippians 4:2-3 
2 I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.3 Yes, 
and I ask you, my true companion, help these women since they have contended at my 
side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose 
names are in the book of life. 
 
Colossians 3:16 
16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to 
God with graCtude in your hearts. 

 
 
In what ways is God’s word shared with others in and around this church? 
 
 
How much of this is done by people not on the staff team? 
 
 
For homework: 
Do you think God could possibly use you to read the bible with someone else? 
 
 
Pray about 2 poten6al people who you could read the bible with? 
 
Next week: Who do I read with and How do I get started? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28340c

