
Matthew 15:1-20 – Being clean & truly obeying God 

What makes you unclean? 

      Matt 12.14,24 

They Don’t – eat with washed hands 

 Historical background – re Pharisees 

         Tradition of elders – Lev 11; 17.15; Exod 30.19-20 

You don’t – Pharisees don’t obey God -v3ff;  Exod 20.12; 21.17 

 Honour your father and mother   

 Honour God with lips but hearts are far from him  

 What makes someone unclean/ defiled? (cf. Mark 7) 

 Jesus offends the Pharisees  

  Sometimes the truth will offend people 

We don’t – obey God – v17-19 

Jesus did – obey God – 1 Pet 2.22, 24; Ezek 36.26-27 

 And trusting in him brings – cleansing 

    And new hearts 

We can – obey God now, by grace – v19 

 ‘How people change’ (TS Lane, Paul D Tripp) 

  Eg of Jerry  (Gal 2.20) 
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