
A distinctive sexual morality. Matt. 5:27-32 

An attractive teaching 

Two starting considerations 

 The greater righteousness  

 “Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom of heaven’ 

[Matt. 5:20].  

Addressing men 

 

The seventh commandment - the heart matters [Proverbs 4:23-27, 5:15-23] 

Matthew 5: 27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who 
looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

Confronting then 

 

Confronting now 

 

 Teaching to be taken seriously 

Matthew 5: 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of 

your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and 

throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell. 

 

Jesus is talking to us. 

 

Divorce [Matthew 19:3-12] 

Matthew 5: 31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I 

say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her 

commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

The features of Jewish divorce 

 

Observing legal process for selfish goals – is far from righteousness 

32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit 

adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

The ‘exception’ - except on the ground of sexual immorality, 

 

 The questions not answered 

 

 The better righteousness 



 

The bigger picture that informs this righteousness 

 Marriage [Genesis 2:18-25, Matthew 19:3-12, Ephesians 5:22-33] 

 The Character of God [Exodus 34:6-7, Hosea 1-3, Malachi 2:13-16] 

Malachi 2: 15 Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God 
seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. 
16 “For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her, says the LORD, the God of Israel, covers his garment with 
violence, says the LORD of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.” 

 

 A Conviction about the future 

 

A different sexual morality 

 One that convicts us - Poverty of Spirit 

 

 One we are to be wholeheartedly committed to. 

 

 One that is good 

 

 One that should be taught 

 

 Come and talk 

 

 

 

The Pastors Heart, March 2nd: Consent, Rape Culture, and the Problems our Teens Face 

https://www.thepastorsheart.net/podcast/sexual-assault-at-school 

 

Tim Chester Captured by a better vision. 
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