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The Tested Son. Matthew 4:1-11 

Familiar, but strange 

 

The beloved Son [Ps. 2, Isaiah 42:1-9] 

Matthew 3: 16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and 

behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, 

with whom I am well pleased.” 4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil. 

 

 Other sons who have failed [Ex. 4:22-23; Gen. 3, Lk 3:37] 

Exodus 4: 22 Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD, Israel is my firstborn son, 
23 and I say to you, “Let my son go that he may serve me.” If you refuse to let him go, behold, 

I will kill your firstborn son.’” 

 

The unique Son 4:1-11 [Deuteronomy 8:1-6, 6:1-19] 

4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

 

2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he 
answered, “It is written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
    but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, 
“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
    lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
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8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
    and him only shall you serve.’” 

11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 

 

 

The Saving Son 

 

Matthew 16: 21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 

and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 

third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it 

from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 

behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things 

of God, but on the things of man.” 

 

Matthew 26: 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me 

more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it 

must be so?”  

 

 

Matthew 27: 40 and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save 

yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” [cf. 27:43] 

 

 

 

 

The Son we learn from, the Son we rely on 

 

 The Son who makes us children of God, from whom we learn how to endure testing as God’s 

children 
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John 1: 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 

will of man, but of God. 

 

Galatians 4: 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 

born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 

adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 

an heir through God. 

 Temptation involves the heart 

 

 Temptation always focuses on our relationship to God 

 

 Temptation is resisted by the Word of God 

 

 Three questions when tempted 

 

 

 The Son to whom we can turn for help 

 

Hebrews 2: 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are 

being tempted. 

Hebrews 4: 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let 

us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need. 

 

This is my Son 

 

 

 

 


