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Hope	in	God’s	Holiness.	Ezekiel	36:16-38	

Returning	to	Ezekiel	at	Christmas	

	

Judgment	Misunderstood	

	 Summary	vv.	17-19	

Ezekiel	16	The	word	of	the	LORD	came	to	me:	17	“Son	of	man,	when	the	house	of	Israel	lived	in	
their	own	land,	they	defiled	it	by	their	ways	and	their	deeds.	Their	ways	before	me	were	like	
the	uncleanness	of	a	woman	in	her	menstrual	impurity.	18	So	I	poured	out	my	wrath	upon	
them	for	the	blood	that	they	had	shed	in	the	land,	for	the	idols	with	which	they	had	defiled	
it.	19	I	scattered	them	among	the	nations,	and	they	were	dispersed	through	the	countries.	In	
accordance	with	their	ways	and	their	deeds	I	judged	them.		

	

	

	 The	problem	of	the	nation’s	response	

20	But	when	they	came	to	the	nations,	wherever	they	came,	they	profaned	my	holy	name,	in	that	
people	said	of	them,	‘These	are	the	people	of	the	LORD,	and	yet	they	had	to	go	out	of	his	land.’	21	But	I	
had	concern	for	my	holy	name,	which	the	house	of	Israel	had	profaned	among	the	nations	to	which	
they	came.	

	

What	the	Lord	will	do	vv.	22-38	

	 Why	He	will	act	vv.	22-23	

Ezekiel	36:	22	“Therefore	say	to	the	house	of	Israel,	Thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	It	is	not	for	your	sake,	O	
house	of	Israel,	that	I	am	about	to	act,	but	for	the	sake	of	my	holy	name,	which	you	have	profaned	
among	the	nations	to	which	you	came.	23	And	I	will	vindicate	the	holiness	of	my	great	name,	which	
has	been	profaned	among	the	nations,	and	which	you	have	profaned	among	them.	And	the	nations	
will	know	that	I	am	the	LORD,	declares	the	Lord	GOD,	when	through	you	I	vindicate	my	holiness	before	
their	eyes.	

	 	 Motive	

	

	 	 Outcome	

	

	 	 Means	

	

	 What	He	will	do	vv.	24-38	
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	 Faithful	covenant	partners	vv.	24-30	

Ezekiel	36:	24	I	will	take	you	from	the	nations	and	gather	you	from	all	the	countries	and	bring	you	into	
your	own	land.	

	

25	I	will	sprinkle	clean	water	on	you,	and	you	shall	be	clean	from	all	your	uncleannesses,	and	from	all	
your	idols	I	will	cleanse	you.	

	

26	And	I	will	give	you	a	new	heart,	and	a	new	spirit	I	will	put	within	you.	And	I	will	remove	the	heart	of	
stone	from	your	flesh	and	give	you	a	heart	of	flesh.	27	And	I	will	put	my	Spirit	within	you,	and	cause	
you	to	walk	in	my	statutes	and	be	careful	to	obey	my	rules.	

Matthew	15:	18	But	what	comes	out	of	the	mouth	proceeds	from	the	heart,	and	this	
defiles	a	person.	19	For	out	of	the	heart	come	evil	thoughts,	murder,	adultery,	sexual	
immorality,	theft,	false	witness,	slander.	20	These	are	what	defile	a	person.	But	to	eat	
with	unwashed	hands	does	not	defile	anyone.”	

	

28	You	shall	dwell	in	the	land	that	I	gave	to	your	fathers,	and	you	shall	be	my	people,	and	I	will	be	your	
God.	

Leviticus	26:	11	I	will	make	my	dwelling	among	you,	and	my	soul	shall	not	abhor	you.	
12	And	I	will	walk	among	you	and	will	be	your	God,	and	you	shall	be	my	people.	13	I	am	
the	LORD	your	God,	who	brought	you	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	that	you	should	not	be	
their	slaves.	And	I	have	broken	the	bars	of	your	yoke	and	made	you	walk	erect.	

	

Genesis	17:	7	And	I	will	establish	my	covenant	between	me	and	you	and	your	offspring	
after	you	throughout	their	generations	for	an	everlasting	covenant,	to	be	God	to	you	
and	to	your	offspring	after	you.	8	And	I	will	give	to	you	and	to	your	offspring	after	you	
the	land	of	your	sojournings,	all	the	land	of	Canaan,	for	an	everlasting	possession,	
and	I	will	be	their	God.”	

	

29	And	I	will	deliver	you	from	all	your	uncleannesses.	And	I	will	summon	the	grain	and	make	it	
abundant	and	lay	no	famine	upon	you.	30	I	will	make	the	fruit	of	the	tree	and	the	increase	of	the	field	
abundant,	that	you	may	never	again	suffer	the	disgrace	of	famine	among	the	nations.	 	
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Hints	of	Eden	33-38	

Ezekiel	36:	33	“Thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	On	the	day	that	I	cleanse	you	from	all	your	iniquities,	I	
will	cause	the	cities	to	be	inhabited,	and	the	waste	places	shall	be	rebuilt.	34	And	the	land	
that	was	desolate	shall	be	tilled,	instead	of	being	the	desolation	that	it	was	in	the	sight	of	all	
who	passed	by.	35	And	they	will	say,	‘This	land	that	was	desolate	has	become	like	the	garden	
of	Eden,	and	the	waste	and	desolate	and	ruined	cities	are	now	fortified	and	inhabited.’	
36	Then	the	nations	that	are	left	all	around	you	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD;	I	have	rebuilt	
the	ruined	places	and	replanted	that	which	was	desolate.	I	am	the	LORD;	I	have	spoken,	and	I	
will	do	it.	

37	“Thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	This	also	I	will	let	the	house	of	Israel	ask	me	to	do	for	them:	to	
increase	their	people	like	a	flock.	38	Like	the	flock	for	sacrifices,	like	the	flock	at	Jerusalem	
during	her	appointed	feasts,	so	shall	the	waste	cities	be	filled	with	flocks	of	people.	Then	
they	will	know	that	I	am	the	LORD.”	

	 	 Impact	on	the	Israelites	vv.	31-32	

Ezekiel	36:	31	Then	you	will	remember	your	evil	ways,	and	your	deeds	that	were	not	good,	and	you	will	
loathe	yourselves	for	your	iniquities	and	your	abominations.	32	It	is	not	for	your	sake	that	I	will	act,	
declares	the	Lord	GOD;	let	that	be	known	to	you.	Be	ashamed	and	confounded	for	your	ways,	O	house	
of	Israel.	

	

	 	 Impact	on	the	nations	vv.	36,	38	

	

36	Then	the	nations	that	are	left	all	around	you	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD;	I	have	rebuilt	the	ruined	
places	and	replanted	that	which	was	desolate.	I	am	the	LORD;	I	have	spoken,	and	I	will	do	it.	

38	Like	the	flock	for	sacrifices,	like	the	flock	at	Jerusalem	during	her	appointed	feasts,	so	shall	the	
waste	cities	be	filled	with	flocks	of	people.	Then	they	will	know	that	I	am	the	LORD.”	

	

What	has	the	Lord	done?	

John	3:	3	Jesus	answered	him,	“Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	unless	one	is	born	again	he	cannot	see	the	
kingdom	of	God.”	4	Nicodemus	said	to	him,	“How	can	a	man	be	born	when	he	is	old?	Can	he	enter	a	
second	time	into	his	mother's	womb	and	be	born?”	5	Jesus	answered,	“Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	unless	
one	is	born	of	water	and	the	Spirit,	he	cannot	enter	the	kingdom	of	God.	

12	If	I	have	told	you	earthly	things	and	you	do	not	believe,	how	can	you	believe	if	I	tell	you	heavenly	
things?	13	No	one	has	ascended	into	heaven	except	he	who	descended	from	heaven,	the	Son	of	Man.		
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John	7:	37	On	the	last	day	of	the	feast,	the	great	day,	Jesus	stood	up	and	cried	out,	“If	
anyone	thirsts,	let	him	come	to	me	and	drink.	38	Whoever	believes	in	me,	as	the	
Scripture	has	said,	‘Out	of	his	heart	will	flow	rivers	of	living	water.’”	39	Now	this	he	
said	about	the	Spirit,	whom	those	who	believed	in	him	were	to	receive,	for	as	yet	the	
Spirit	had	not	been	given,	because	Jesus	was	not	yet	glorified.	

John	3:	14	And	as	Moses	lifted	up	the	serpent	in	the	wilderness,	so	must	the	Son	of	Man	be	lifted	up,	
15	that	whoever	believes	in	him	may	have	eternal	life.	

John	3:	16	“For	God	so	loved	the	world,	that	he	gave	his	only	Son,	that	whoever	believes	in	him	should	
not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.	

	

Do	you	have	that	new	heart?	

Luke	11:	11	What	father	among	you,	if	his	son	asks	for	a	fish,	will	instead	of	a	fish	give	
him	a	serpent;	12	or	if	he	asks	for	an	egg,	will	give	him	a	scorpion?	13	If	you	then,	who	
are	evil,	know	how	to	give	good	gifts	to	your	children,	how	much	more	will	the	
heavenly	Father	give	the	Holy	Spirit	to	those	who	ask	him!”	

	

Are	you	grateful	God	is	zealous	for	His	holy	name?	

	

Are	you	zealous	for	the	holiness	of	His	Name?	

Matthew	6:	9	Pray	then	like	this:	

“Our	Father	in	heaven,	
hallowed	be	your	name.	

2	Corinthians	7:	Since	we	have	these	promises,	beloved,	let	us	cleanse	ourselves	from	every	
defilement	of	body	and	spirit,	bringing	holiness	to	completion	in	the	fear	of	God.	

	

	

	

	


